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Bulletin No. Volume VIII, Number 34 September 10, 1959 
Confused Situation President Eisenhower on September 3 for the second time 
Follows Second Veto this year vetoed a Housing Bill. This one included $250 
of Bill on Housing million for College Housing Loans and $50 million for a 


new program of loans for academic facilities. At this 
writing (Sept. 8), with Congress likely to adjourn very soon, prospects for approval of 
another housing bill remain highly confused. The prospect for approval of a bill in- 
cluding all or even a substantial part of the college program is sharply diminished. 

In his veto message the President spoke out against both the present College Housing 
Loan Program and the proposed loan program for academic facilities. He said: 

"At a time when critical national needs heavily burden Federal finances, this bill 
would start two new programs, certain to cost huge sums in the future, under which tax- 
payers' money would be loaned, at subsidized interest rates, for purposes that could be 
better met by other methods. 

"One of the new programs would have the Federal government make direct loans to 
colleges for classrooms and related facilities and equipment by methods that would tend 
to displace the investment of private funds in these projects. This is Federal aid to 
education in a highly objectionable form." At another point he called on Congress to 
"adjust the interest rate" on College Housing Loans. 

It is expected that an effort will be made in the last few days or hours of the 
session to pass some kind of abbreviated bill, but the Democratic leadership has publicly 
expressed opposition to this. Senator Sparkman, chairman of the Subcommittee on Housing 
of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee, said, "I will not take any bob-tailed bill." 
Chairman Rains of the House Subcommittee on Housing said, "I will not take any watered- 
down" bill. Nevertheless it is expected that some concessions will be made, and in 
view of the President's adamant position, the program of loans for academic facilities 
must be regarded as lost for this session of Congress. 


No Revision of Director Maurice H. Stans of the Bureau. of the Budget re- 
Circular A-21 plied on September 9 to the letter from Council President 
Till Next July Arthur S. Adams of June 19 regarding Circular A-21 (see 


- this Bulletin, Vol. VIII, No. 24). Enclosed with the 
letter from President Adams was material from the Council's Special Committee on 
Sponsored Research and cooperating groups urging changes in Circular A-21 itself and 
suggesting methods of translating acceptable provisions of Circular A-21 into clear 
instructions to field auditors. The text of the letter from Mr. Stans follows: 


This is in reply to your letter of June 19, 1959, enclosing material developed by 
the Pilot Study Committee established by the American Council on Education to identify 
problems which might arise in the implementation of Budget Bureau Circular A-2l. 

After receiving that material, I sent it along immediately, with the attachments, 
to the Department of Defense for consideration by the three military audit agencies in 
connection with their preparation of instructions for the guidance of their field 
auditors. The uniform audit instructions of the three military services will be availa- 
ble in a week or so, and I will send you copies at that time. 
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The material you sent was helpful to the services in their preparation of the 
audit instructions, and those of your recommendations that could appropriately be 
accepted were incorporated. However, some of your suggestions could be met only 
by making substantive amendments to the basic Circular; on these matters the audit 
instructions adhere to the concepts expressed in Circular A-21. 

So far as the question of revising Circular A-21 is concerned, it is provided 
that Federal agencies shall submit to the Bureau of the Budget by June 30, 1960, any 
suggestions for revision they feel are desirable. This date was selected so that 
agencies would have a year of experience in applying the Circular, and thus should 
be in position to judge what changes, if any, should be made. As you know, the 
first audits under the Circular are just getting underway and the cycle will coatinue 
through the next eight months. I feel, therefore, that consideration of any unre- 
solved points in your letter should be deferred until after the results of this 
first year are in. 


Many thanks to you and your organization for giving us the benefit of your 
thinking. 


Science Foundation Colleges, universities, nonprofit research and higher 
Solicits Proposals educational institutions have been invited by the 
for 1960 Programs National Science Foundation to submit proposals for 


summer (1960) and academic-year (1960-1961) study- 
training-research projects designed to provide educational opportunities for science- 
minded secondary-school students, college undergraduates, and teachers. Building 
on the successful experience of similar projects of the past summer and the present 
school year which attracted thousands of students and teachers, the Foundation plans 
to continue three experimental programs next year. Proposals from colleges and uni- 
versities will be considered in all three. They are: 

1. The Summer Science Training Program for Secondary School Students. This 
program is designed to encourage scientific interests of high-ability secondary- 
school students by providing, during the summer of 1960, ~pportunities for them to 
study and work with experienced scientists and mathematicians in classrooms, labora- 
tories, and research facilities. The emphasis will be on substantial programs of 
study, either through formal class work or through laboratory experience with re- 
search problems of appropriate difficulty. Because a primary purpose in this pro- 
gram is to permit superior students to take advantage of the resources of colleges 
and universities through special programs developed by these institutions and con- 
ducted by their faculties, it is expected that a major portion of the instruction 
will be provided by regular staff members. The deadline for postmark of proposals 
for the summer of 1960 is October 12, 1959. 


2. (a) The Undergraduate Research Participation Program, and (b) The Under- 
graduate Research Training Program. It is the purpose of these programs to help 
colleges and universities provide new and expanded means for high-ability students 


to advance in their understanding of scientific methods and in their ability to 
employ investigative procedures. One means is to introduce more actual research 
activity into the undergraduate educational pursuits of potential scientists. Such 
activity typifies the Undergraduate Research Participation Program under which stu- 
dents participate in established programs financed primarily for objectives other 
than undergraduate education. Another is to make it possible for colleges and uni- 
versities to initiate new programs with the primary objective of providing edu- 
cational experiences for undergraduates and financed largely from funds for edu- 
cational purposes. This method is typical of the Undergraduate Research Training 
Program. Proposals for these programs beginning in the summer of 1960 should be 
postmarked not later than midnight November 15, 1959; those beginning in the aca- 
demic-year 1960-61, not later than January 8, 1960. 
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3. Research Participation for Teacher Training. This program is designed to 
encourage colleges and universities to provide research experience for science and 


mathematics teachers in high schools, and for instructors in science, mathematics, 
and engineering in colleges (including junior colleges) which have but few, if any, 
research facilities. The fundamental purpose of the Foundation in supporting this 
type program is to encourage the development of opportunities for the further 
training of teachers. Training in these cases is to be provided through participa- 
tion in research activity under the tutelage of experienced scientific investiga- a 
tors. Actual research experience, full time in the laboratory, in the field, or 
in theoretical investigations, should form the basis of a research participation 
program. It is expected that teachers participating in such experience will re- 
ceive individual and special consideration, and that they will be provided 
guidance which will effectively aid them in obtaining a type of experience which 
will enrich their teaching. These are summer programs only, and proposals should 
be postmarked not later than midnight October 26, 1959. 

Suggestions for the preparation of proposals may be obtained from the Special 
Projects in Science Education Section, Scientific Personnel and Education Division, 
National Science Foundation, Washington 25, D. C. 


National Policy Asked The Congress is entertaining this session a number 
on Educational Use of proposals for educational uses of foreign cur- 
of Foreign Currencies rencies generated by the sale of surplus United 


States agricultural commodities. 

The accumulation of these currencies abroad has reached substantial proportions; 
variously estimated officially, but conservatively, to amount at present to about 
$2,000,000,000. Projected estimates predict a steady net increase in these holdings 
over the next decade or so. 

Legislative consideration of such measures as Senator Humphrey's "Food for 
Peace" Bill (S.1711), extending and amending Public Law 480, which provides for 
support of international educational enterprises among other things, has emphasized 
the need for a Congressional statement of public policy in the broad area of support 
for international education. Such measures as Senator Humphrey's "Education for 
Peace" concurrent resolution (Sen.Con.Res.68,) and earlier concurrent resolutions 
introduced by Rep. Byron Johnson (H.Con.Res.113) and Senator Gale McGhee (Sen.Con. 
Res.24), have pointed toward such a statement of Congressional policy. 

The Council is emphatically of the view that legislative clarification in 
this area is desirable, indeed essential. It has so indicated in expressing its 
position on, for example, the "Food for Peace” bill. President Adams' letter of 
July 2, 1959 to Chairman Fulbright, while supporting the educational objectives of 
S.1711, notes reservations concerning administrative provisions of the measure as 
well as about broad economic and psychological problems inherent in the uses of 
soft currencies. 

The text of Dr. Adams' letter follows: 


The American Council on Education has examined with great interest those pro- 
visions of S.1711 (A BILL: To promote the foreign policy of the United States and 
help to build essential world conditions of peace, by the more effective us of 
United States agricultural commodities for the relief of human hunger, and for 
promoting economic and social development in less developed countries.), now before 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, which bear upon expanded support for inter- 
national educational programs. It would be appreciated if this interest can be 
reflected in the record of the Committee. 

The Council is gratified to observe the growing acceptance of higher education 
as an important instrument of United States foreign policy. Our colleges and 


universities, despite burgeoning responsibilities at home, have demonstrated in- 
creasingly in recent years not only interest in but also marked capacity to dis- 
charge public policy obligations in the international field. 

The Council is in sympathy with the general educational objectives of the sub- 
ject legislation, although there appear to be certain administrative and procedural 
aspects of S.1711 which require clarification. It seems well to note, also, that 
while constructive educational use of foreign currencies generated by the sale of 
agricultural commodities is in itself laudable, important economic and even psycho- 
logical problems inhere in such use. Nonetheless, insofar as the bill is intended 
to provide an expanded base for long-range international educational activities, 
the Council wishes to register support in principle. 

It is believed that basic and comprehensive legislation designed primarily to 
utilize education internationally in the service of peace would find enthusiastic 
acceptance among educators. Such legislation, as a statement of national policy 
by the Congress, if buttressed by appropriate means of implementation, and adequate 
and stable financing, might well provide a long-range basis for constructive under- 
standing and communication between ourselves and other nations. The work so well 
begun under the various exchange of persons programs could then be broadened, and 
the potential of our institutions of learning more and more fully realized. 


AEC Describes Its The U. S. Atomic Energy Commission has published a 
Aids to Colleges mimeographed pamphlet entitled "Educational Assistance 


Activities Administered by the Division of Reactor 
Development, Education and Training Branch.” It includes information concerning 
the following programs: 
1. AEC grants to universities and colleges for the 
purchase of nuclear equipment. 


2. AEC assistance to universities and colleges in providing 
source , special nuclear, by-product and other materials 
related to nuclear reactor technology. 


3. AEC special fellowships in nuclear science and engineering. 


4. AEC-American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) 
summer institutes for faculty of engineerings schools 
and technical institutes. 


5. AEC research reactor assistance to non-profit educational and 
medical institutions. 


Additional information may be secured from the Education and Training Branch, 
Division of Reactor Development, of the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, Washington 
BD. C. 
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